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Welcome Back! 

It’s great to see everyone back to school today looking so well after their summer break.  We give a special welcome to all of our new pupils throughout the school and we hope they will enjoy their time at Central PS.

Education and Training Inspection Report

In June 2011, our school received a very positive inspection report based on the school’s response to two issues raised at the initial assessment of January 2009. 

The Inspector reported the following –

In the areas inspected, the quality of education is good. The school has important strengths in most of its educational and pastoral provision. 

During the follow-up the quality of teaching in the lessons observed was consistently VERY GOOD and the teachers matched effectively the work of the children’s abilities, while having realistically high expectations for the standards they will achieve. 

Although we are delighted by the recognition of the hard work of all the staff in providing for the needs of our pupils, we will of course continue to develop in partnership with each family, all opportunities for all our pupils to reach their full potential particularly in Literacy and Numeracy. 

The report may be read in full by accessing the Department of Education website at www.deni.gov.uk Inspection Reports.

Central PS

Each year we receive telephone calls from parents with pupils at the school and those who are planning to send their child to our school in the future as to whether or not the school is closing. May I take this opportunity to confirm that there are no plans by the North Eastern Education and Library Board to close this school or indeed amalgamate us with any other school. The NEELB has identified that it will need all the places available in Carrickfergus primary schools during this decade. Please be reassured that we will continue to provide the best education possible for all our children, as recognised in the above report, both now and in the future. Please pass on this message!  Thank you.

School Uniform 
I am delighted by the way in which our children are dressed for school and I would encourage you to continue this high standard. Please help us identify your child’s belongings by naming all clothing. May I also remind you that the wearing of jewellery including, earrings, rings and necklaces is not allowed for reasons of safety and I would strongly encourage you to support the school in this issue. 

School Bus 

May I remind all pupils using the school bus that their behaviour travelling to and from school must be of the highest standard for the safety of all those using the bus service.  Please be available to meet your child off the 2.00pm bus, otherwise they will be returned to school by the driver or classroom assistant.

PTA Meeting 

The first PTA meeting of the year will be held on Monday 5th September at 7.00pm. Please give this meeting your support.  

Year 3 Tuesday and Thursday

Pupils in P3 will remain in school until 3.00pm each Tuesday and Thursday, beginning on Tuesday 6th September. The school bus will be available as usual in the afternoon. Please ensure you are at the bus stop to meet your child off the bus.

Parental Meetings Wednesday 7th September

A parental meeting has been organised in September to allow you to meet your child’s teacher and to provide an opportunity for the teacher to explain class work and ways you can help your child at home. Each meeting should last approximately half an hour and will be held in your child’s classroom.

Wednesday 7th September 7.00pm             Wednesday 7th September 7.30pm
Primary 1 Mrs Blair Room 1                             Primary 2 Mrs Blair Room 1                                                           

Primary 2/3 Mrs Leathem Room 4                  Primary 7 Miss Houston Room 6                                

Primary 5/6 Miss Hagan Room 5                     Primary 4/5 Ms Chambers  Room 9                 

School Milk   

Milk will be available from Monday 12th September to Wednesday 21st December at the cost of £11.20. Orders must be returned by Monday 5th September at 9.00am. A tear-off slip is provided at the bottom of the next page for those who wish to order milk.

School Library

Our school is seeking volunteers to help run the school library. If you could offer an hour on either Wednesday or Thursday morning from 9.00am -10.00am, your help would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to speak to a librarian about what is involved in being a parent helper, please let me know as soon as possible. 

School Absence/Pastoral Care

If your child is absent from school because of illness or any other reason, please phone the Office on the first day of absence and let us know. Similarly if you need to take your child out of school for any appointment, please let the school know in writing. Your child will only be released from school if a parent or other known adult comes to school to collect them. If at all possible try to make appointments for after school hours.

Money Pouches
We have money pouches for sale which are very useful to send cash for dinner, bus, book club, etc. These are available from the school Office at the cost of £2.00 for a year’s supply.

Monthly Newsletter

Each month a newsletter is produced on the first day of the month to keep you informed about planned activities in school. However, it is sometimes necessary to send home other notes during the month which contain essential information. Could I please strongly encourage you to make a daily check of your child’s schoolbag for additional information sent from the class teacher or myself. Your help in this matter would be greatly appreciated. The newsletter will continue to be available on the school’s web site. 

Healthy Eating

As we begin a new school year, may we remind you once again to provide a healthy option for break time. Thank you.

Extended Schools

We are delighted to report that the Extended Schools programme will recommence in October and will provide a Breakfast Club each day the school is open and a Homework Club on one day a week. Further information and application forms will be available later this month for those of you who are interested.

I enclose £11.20 for milk to cover deliveries from Monday 12th September until Wednesday 21st December. Orders must be made by Monday 5th September at 9.00am
Pupil name (Please Print)   __________________________

Principal: G.A. Campbell B.Ed., D.A.S.E., L.T.C.L.

Thomas Street, Carrickfergus BT38 8AL

Tel: (028) 93351272      Fax: (028) 9336 1577

Web-site: www.centralps.co.uk E -mail: info@centralps.co.uk

